
A Year in the 
Life of Singapore

A Compendium of FASS Research

www.fas.nus.edu.sg/srn/ 

www.facebook.com/SingaporeResearchNexus





A Year in the 
Life of Singapore

A Compendium of FASS Research



© 2017 Singapore Research Nexus

All work featured is printed with the permission of their writers and photographers.
All rights reserved. Copyright is retained by the writers, photographers, and the Singapore Research Nexus.

Cover Photographs:
Front Cover:  Bazaar along Campbell Lane on Deepavali 2015 by Kelman Chiang (left) 
	 Fishmonger	chopping	his	fish	for	sale	by	Lee	Rui	Kang	(right)

Back Cover:  Oriental songbird kept as a pet by Kelman Chiang (left)
 Upper and Lower Seletar by Lee Rui Kang (right)

About SRN page:  Drain outlet by Filbert Kuong

Editors: Lim Sun Sun, Rachel Devi Amtzis, and Clare Yong

Designer: Christine Ang

Printed in February 2017



Photographs Featured in the Book

Lunar New Year, Fall of Singapore, Launch of the Renaissance City Plan, World Social Work Day, Birth of P. Ramlee, Launch of 
the Early Childhood Development Agency, World Autism Awareness Day, Launch of the Speak Good English Movement, Labour 
Day, Mother’s Day, International Museum Day, Vesak Day (p50), Eco Action Day, Opening of Toa Payoh Satellite Township, 
Asian Financial Crisis, Sri Mariamman Temple Becomes a National Monument, Singapore Literature Prize, Confucius’ Birthday 
and Teachers’ Day, September School Holidays, International Day of Older Persons, Opening of VivoCity, Founding of Biopolis, 
International Creole Day, Deepavali Festival, The Purple Parade, Inaugural National Addictions Awareness Day, 26th Singapore 
International Film Festival, Release of PSLE Results, Founding of Indian Merchant Association, International Day of People with 
Disabilities, Foreign Domestic Workers’ Day, International Migrants Day by Kelman Chiang

Inauguration of the Great Singapore Sale by Han Ming Guang

Arrival	of	Sir	Stamford	Raffles	in	Singapore,	Singapore	Gains	Independence,	Remembrance	Day	by	Filbert Koung

Establishment of Bukit Brown, Establishment of the Housing Development Board, World Cancer Day, Announcement of Budget 
Statement, Formation of Malacca Straits Coordinated Patrol (MALSINDO), Community Chest Heartstrings Walk, National Day 
by Lee Rui Kang

Thaipusam Festival by Jerome Lim, The Long and Winding Road

World Wetlands Day by Lisa Lim

Vesak Day (p51) by Lim Sun Sun

Haze Season by Matthias Roth

Hunting of Singapore’s Last Wild Tiger by Shee Siew Ying

Introduction of Framework for 21st Century Competencies and Students Outcome, Singapore Food Festival, Christmas Day 
by Clare Yong



ABOUT SRN 10

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF SINGAPORE 11

JANUARY Establishment of Bukit Brown
Is Bukit Brown activism a turning point in Singapore’s state-society relations?

12

Thaipusam Festival
How do religious festivities shape cultural perceptions of gender?

14

Arrival of Sir Stamford Raffles in Singapore
What was Singapore’s role in the Silk Road of the Sea?

16

FEBRUARY Establishment of the Housing Development Board 
What do housing estates in Singapore tell us about our cultural identity?

18

World Wetlands Day
Why should a highly urbanized city such as Singapore care for its mangroves?

20

World Cancer Day
How does the experience of cancer differ among various sociocultural contexts?

22

Lunar New Year
What can we learn from compliments during Lunar New Year in Singapore?

24

Fall of Singapore
Why did the impregnable fortress fall in a week?

26 

MARCH Launch of the Renaissance City Plan
Is a public sculpture more than meets the eye?

28

World Social Work Day
What are the challenges of reducing socioeconomic inequality in Singapore?

30

Birth of P. Ramlee
How	do	P.	Ramlee’s	films	reflect	Malay	society	during	the	1950s	and	‘60s?

32

CONTENTS



MARCH Announcement of Budget Statement
How	has	Singapore’s	past	governance	structure	influenced	its	economic	growth?

34

APRIL Launch of the Early Childhood Development Agency
How do bilingual children switch between two different languages?

36

World Autism Awareness Day
Does having an autistic child in the family have an impact on the relationship between their siblings and 
their parents?

38

Introduction of Framework for 21st Century Competencies and Students Outcome
How can we prepare students to face challenges to integrity and ethical dilemmas?

40

Launch of the Speak Good English Movement
Should Singaporeans be discouraged from using Singlish in favour of Standard English?

42

MAY Labour Day
Why did the United States of America intervene in Singapore’s labour politics?

44

Mother’s Day
Does	a	mother’s	touch	affect	the	development	of	a	child’s	‘social	brain’?

46

International Museum Day
How do archives shape our understandings of history and heritage?

48

Vesak Day
How	do	Singapore’s	Buddhist	leaders	maintain	their	influence	in	the	digital	age?

50

JUNE Inauguration of the Great Singapore Sale
What makes Singapore’s consumption culture a vital part of its national identity?

52

Eco Action Day
Is Singapore truly cultivating an environmentally conscious culture?

54

Opening of Toa Payoh Satellite Township
What makes Toa Payoh Central a hip place to hang out at night?

56

Haze Season
Why should we be concerned with PM2.5?

58



JULY Asian Financial Crisis 
What role should the state play as the pace of globalisation accelerates?

60

Sri Mariamman Temple Becomes a National Monument
Can sacred spaces exist outside of religious establishments?

62

Singapore Literature Prize 
How should literature be taught in Singapore?

64

Singapore Food Festival
How does Singapore’s unique food heritage intertwine with memories of the past?

66

Formation of Malacca Straits Coordinated Patrol (MALSINDO)
How do Southeast Asian states cooperate to combat piracy in the Straits of Malacca?

68

Community Chest Heartstrings Walk
What issues affect the future direction of Singapore’s community engagement programs?

70

AUGUST Singapore Gains Independence
How did nationalism develop in colonial Singapore?

72

National Day
How can our National Day songs contribute to Singapore’s total defence?

74

SEPTEMBER Confucius’ Birthday and Teachers’ Day
How can we reconcile Confucianism with democracy?

76

September School Holidays
How can parents effectively guide their children’s videogame play?

78

OCTOBER International Day of Older Persons 
How does living in an HDB Studio Apartment impact the well-being of its residents?

80

Opening of VivoCity
What roles do mall developers play in shaping our urban and business landscapes?

82

Founding of Biopolis
Why was research in biomedical and biotechnology the next big thing?

84

CONTENTS



OCTOBER Hunting of Singapore’s Last Wild Tiger
How were wild tigers caught in Singapore?

86

International Creole Day
How did Singlish become what it is today?

88

Deepavali Festival
How are religions affected when they are practised and cultivated in diasporic communities?

90

NOVEMBER The Purple Parade
How	do	Singaporeans	understand	and	define	the	concept	of	social	inclusion?

92

Remembrance Day
How relevant is the Kranji War Cemetery and Memorial in post-colonial Singapore?

94

Inaugural National Addictions Awareness Day
What role do parents play in the alcohol consumption habits of Singaporean adolescents?

96

26th Singapore International Film Festival Begins
How	is	national	identity	performed	through	films?

98

Release of PSLE Results
Should young children aspire to be academically perfect?

100

Indian Merchant Association Registered
How have Indian business migrants contributed to the formation of the Indian diaspora in Singapore? 

102

DECEMBER International Day of People with Disabilities 
How is disability viewed and addressed in Singapore?

104

Foreign Domestic Workers’ Day
What	is	the	significance	of	family	stories	and	storytelling	to	domestic	helpers?

106

International Migrants Day
How does transnationalism shape the everyday experience of migrant workers in Singapore?

108

Christmas Day
How has Christianity grown as Singapore has urbanized?

110

MEET THE TEAM 112



10

About SRN

The Singapore Research Nexus (SRN) is a research initiative of 
the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at the National University 
of Singapore. Since we launched in 2011, our focus on Singapore 
has made us a vital resource centre for scholars and researchers.

We serve as a repository of past research, a source for current 
research and a platform for future research on Singapore. Our 
resources are open to all, and primarily targeted at academics, 
policymakers, and those with a general interest in how research 
has helped shape the story of Singapore.

Visit our Publications Database	and	you	will	find	that	thousands	
of academic publications have been collated, many available in 
full-text. What has emerged in the process of putting together the 
SRN is that we have realized the vast wealth and potential of the 
project. In 2012, we added a Singapore-related Creative Works 
Database which	encompasses	novels,	poems,	plays,	films,	and	
more — all written by FASS faculty members and students, 
past and present. In 2016, we launched the SG Photobank, a 
photography archive documenting the shifting dynamism of 
Singapore.

In the following pages, you will see a small selection of research 
work by the FASS faculty pertaining to Singapore. We hope 
you can share our enthusiasm for this exciting and worthwhile 
project which offers users a studied view of Singapore in all its 
diversity and complexity.
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A Year in the Life of Singapore
A Compendium of FASS Research

A Year in the Life of Singapore features 50 questions about Singapore that are answered by 50 
research articles authored or co-authored by FASS faculty members. Spread across the twelve 
months in a year, there are 2 to 6 questions and answers for each month that link to dates of cultural, 
social, or historical importance, locally, regionally, or internationally. Drawing from the research 
expertise of members of the Departments of Chinese Studies, Communications and New Media, 
Economics, English Language and Literature, Geography, History, Japanese Studies, Malay Studies, 
Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Social Work, Sociology, Southeast Asian Studies, and the 
South Asian Studies Programme, this volume reveals how academic research in the humanities and 
social sciences can help us better understand our everyday lives in Singapore. From the Speak Good 
Singlish Movement to the PSLE, Bukit Chandu to Biopolis, the Great Singapore Sale to the haze, 
you will learn about the myriad ways FASS research delves deeply into our fascinating country.

Most of the photographs in this book are from the Singapore Research Nexus’ SG Photobank, a 
repository of photography on Singapore in its many manifestations, available for public use at the 
SRN website.

How well do you know Singapore? Are you ready for your curiosity to be piqued? Perhaps questions 
you may have never thought to ask will be answered within!



12

JANUARY Establishment of Bukit Brown
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Establishment of Bukit Brown

Is Bukit Brown activism a turning point in Singapore’s state-society relations?

Huang Jianli 

(2014). Resurgent Spirits of Civil Society Activism: Rediscovering Bukit Brown Cemetery in Singapore. Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, 87(2), 21-45. (Malaysia).

With over 100,000 graves, Bukit Brown is the largest Chinese cemetery outside of China. It opened on 1 January 1922 and 
was	acquired	by	the	government	after	closing	in	1973.	In	2011	the	announcement	that	a	highway	and	housing	would	

be	built	on	the	land	sparked	opposition	in	cyberspace	and	grew	to	include	offline	petitions,	volunteer-led	tours,	exhibitions	
and talks, position papers, editorials, a mention in an international monument watch list, and even a scolding letter from a UN 
Special Rapporteur.
 
Huang Jianli sees Bukit Brown preservation activism as a turning point in state-civil society relations, arguing that one of 
the factors for the explosion in heritage conservation interest and advocacy was the rise of cyberactivism, which provided 
speed, intensity, and connectivity. Because of the growing public debate about Bukit Brown, the government made two small 
concessions: it allocated $250,000 for a yearlong documentation project and announced that a bridge segment would make 
up part of the highway so as to preserve some of the site’s biodiversity.
  
Opposition persisted, and the relatively large amount of land allocated to golf courses was questioned. Activists advocated 
nominating Bukit Brown for World Heritage status and the cemetery appeared on the 2014 World Monument Watch list. 
Although the government has not further altered its development plans for the site, it created an Impact Assessment and 
Mitigation	Division	within	the	National	Heritage	Board,	the	Preservation	of	Monuments	Board	added	‘Sites’	to	its	name,	and	a	
$5 million grant for citizen heritage projects was announced.  

NUS Department of History
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JANUARY Thaipusam Festival

How do religious festivities 
shape cultural perceptions of 
gender?

For a few days every year, between January and 
February, Little India becomes a site for the most 

celebrated Hindu festival in Singapore, Thaipusam. 
The streets are blocked for devotees to parade and 
chant verses for Lord Murugan. Such celebrations 
help to preserve Hindu traditions amongst Indian 
communities outside of India. But sometimes this 
comes at the cost of reinforcing outdated gender roles.



Thaipusam Festival

Chitra Sankaran describes how the centrality of the male 
body in the increasingly spectacular Thaipusam festivities 
marginalizes the female devotee. During Thaipusam, male 
devotees carry their religious offerings in extravagant and 
heavy	 carriers.	There	 is	 also	 a	 practice	 of	 sacrificial	 self-
mutilation, with the intention of attaining a higher realm of 
spiritual awareness. The female devotee, on the other hand, 
merely walks beside the male devotee with a pot of milk. 
Focusing the rituals on the body of the male and leaving the 
female as a docile companion, implies that this attainment 
of a higher spiritual state is a privilege reserved only for 

men. These orthodox practices are increasingly at odds with 
today’s worldviews, particularly with respect to the spaces 
women occupy within and outside of religious institutions. 
Nevertheless, as globalization threatens to homogenize 
cultures across the world, these rituals play an important 
role in preserving cultural diversity.
  
By providing a socio-historical background of the migration 
of Indians to Singapore, as well as a detailed account of 
Thaipusam and its origins, Sankaran sheds light on the links 
between religious practices and female empowerment. 

Chitra Sankaran 

(2003). Gendered Spaces in the Taipucam Festival, Singapore. Theatre Research International, 28(3), 245-258. (United Kingdom).

15

NUS Department of English Language and Literature
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JANUARY Arrival of Sir Stamford Raffles in Singapore
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Arrival of Sir Stamford Raffles in Singapore

What was the Silk Road of the Sea?

John N. Miksic

(2013). Singapore and the Silk Road of the Sea, 1300-1800. Singapore: NUS Press. 

Throughout its history, Singapore has been regarded as an important port and trading hub, and is today one of the most 
significant	economic	centres	of	Southeast	Asia.	29 January 1819 is sometimes considered as the starting point of Singapore’s 

history,	as	that	was	when	Stamford	Raffles	arrived	in	Singapore	and	received	permission	to	found	a	British	trading	post	here.	
 
John	Miksic	asserts,	however,	that	Singapore’s	history	goes	back	far	before	1819.	In	fact,	as	early	as	the	1300s,	Singapore	was	a	
bustling city because it was situated at the south entrance to the Straits of Melaka, bringing together a very important maritime 
trade route spanning 10,000 kilometres and connecting all of Southeast Asia to India and China. Drawing reference to the 
famed Silk Road trade route going from the Middle East to China, Miksic calls this maritime trade route the Silk Road of the Sea. 
Instead of silk, however, this trade route handled thousands of ceramic bowls, bottles of perfume, and the migration of people. 
Miksic	traces	the	influential	role	ancient	Singapore	played	in	the	development	of	maritime	trade	in	Asia,	a	role	which	due	to	
contesting colonial forces faced a slump from the 1600s to the early 1800s. 
 
This	makes	Stamford	Raffles’	arrival	at	Singapore	in	1819	all	the	more	important.	Miksic	actually	credits	Raffles	for	recognizing	
ancient Singapore’s glory and reviving the island from its 200 year slumber. 

NUS Department of Southeast Asian Studies
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FEBRUARY Establishment of Housing Development Board
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Establishment of Housing Development Board

Robbie B. H. Goh

(2005). Things to a Void: Identity Politics and the Poetics of Communal Spaces. In Contours of Culture: Space and Social Difference in Singapore (pp. 
75-110). Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press.

The urban infrastructure of a city can be constructed of class, cultural, or ethnic differences. In the case of Singapore, these 
differences are stitched together and even layered over by factors such as multi-culturalism, high-density living, and the 

intervention	of	various	government	agencies	and	policies.	Robbie	Goh	describes	Singapore	as	a	‘DialogiCity’	–	a	city	where	the	
urban infrastructure and development consists of multiple voices that are deeply engaged with the continuous discourse of the 
city-state’s cultural and national identity. In this light, the Housing and Development Board (HDB) blocks which have asserted 
their omnipresence throughout Singapore since the founding of the HDB on 1 February 1960, are a fascinating example of this 
link between urban landscapes and cultural identities. 
 
To many, the void deck is but a barren space at the foot of every HDB block, a functional entryway to elevators, staircases, and 
mailboxes.	Yet	in	Chapter	3	of	this	book,	entitled	‘Things	to	a	Void:	Identity	Politics	and	the	Poetics	of	Communal	Spaces’,	Goh	
sees the void deck as emblematic of Singapore’s approach to multiculturalism. Goh outlines how, by stripping the void deck of 
any	specific	cultural	references,	multicultural	community	bonding	in	Singapore	is	done	in	a	neutralized	space,	ridding	it	of	the	
potential	for	racially	or	culturally	based	conflicts.
  
In addition, the architectural style of housing estates in Singapore gives insight into how culture and nation are constructed 
and perceived. Moreover, these and other spaces we inhabit are inherently involved in a larger and much more complicated 
discourse of identity formation. 

What do housing estates in Singapore tell us about our cultural identity?

NUS Department of English Language and Literature 
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FEBRUARY World Wetlands Day
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World Wetlands Day

Daniel A. Friess, Daniel R. Richards, and Valerie X. H. Phang

(2016). Mangrove forests store high densities of carbon across the tropical urban landscape of Singapore. Urban Ecosystems, 19(2), 795-810. (United 
Kingdom).

Although wetlands may often be seen as wastelands or empty spaces for development, they are in fact treasures of natural 
and	 cultural	 heritage,	 and	 can	 serve	 as	 significant	 allies	 in	 the	fight	 against	 climate	 change.	 Every	2 February, World 

Wetlands	Day	seeks	to	remind	us	of	their	importance	and	raise	awareness	of	the	valuable	benefits	that	they	provide	to	humans.	
Wetlands, however, are constantly threatened by deforestation due to rapid urbanization in coastal cities. This is especially 
so	 in	 Singapore,	where	90	percent	of	 its	 original	mangrove	cover	has	 already	been	 lost	 to	 land	 reclamation	and	 reservoir	
construction.
 
In the face of rising carbon dioxide levels, Daniel Friess, Daniel Richards, and Valerie Phang assert that the conservation of 
mangroves is highly valuable for a land-scarce urban city such as Singapore. This is because mangroves are effective carbon 
storage systems that can offset our national carbon emissions without occupying as much land as other forest types.
 
Based	on	data	collected	from	2012	to	2014	using	field	measurements	and	satellite	remote	sensing,	the	authors	calculate	that	
Singapore’s mangroves can store up to 450,570 tonnes of carbon, which can help offset the average annual carbon emissions 
of 621,000 Singaporeans. This amount, however, is set to decrease by 2030 as 33 percent of Singapore’s remaining mangroves, 
especially those along the northern coasts of Singapore in areas such as Mandai and Chek Jawa, remain threatened by future 
land reclamation plans. This study can be used for Singapore’s reporting of carbon emissions required by the United Nations, 
and highlights how conservation and restoration of our mangroves are crucial for our increasingly urbanized environment.

Why should a highly urbanized city such as Singapore care for its mangroves?

NUS Department of Geography 
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FEBRUARY World Cancer Day

How does the experience of 
cancer differ among various 
sociocultural contexts?

World Cancer Day takes place on 4 February each 
year to raise awareness and education about the 

disease. The annual event aims to reduce preventable 
deaths, and mitigate the impact that cancer has on 
individuals, families, and communities.
  
A qualitative study led by Lee Geok Ling conducted 
interviews and focus group discussions with 46 
Chinese patients with advanced cancer to uncover 
perceptions and concerns regarding the following 
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domains of health-related quality of life: pain and suffering, 
physical	 health,	 social	 health,	 mental	 health,	 financial	
well-being, and spiritual health. The researchers found that 
understandings of pain and suffering went beyond physical 
pain to include mental suffering. Patients described their 
experience with cancer as tong-ku (痛苦), depicting the co-
existence	of	 ‘pain’	and	 ‘bitterness’	 represented	by	 the	first	
and second character respectively. Another trend observed 
was the presence of secrecy in interpersonal relationships. 
Patients often hid their illness from friends to avoid 
stigmatisation, and hid their suffering from family members 
to avoid causing emotional distress to the family. The 
practice of secrecy relates with Asian concepts of dignity (
尊严 or zun-yan) and face (面子 or mian-zi), where patients 
seek to enhance respect and prevent loss of face with regard 
to social support.

Lee’s study reveals the importance and value of developing 
culturally relevant frameworks in order to achieve a more 
holistic understanding of the subjective experience of 
cancer, and uncover the diverse interpretations of what 
constitutes good quality of life, health-wise.  

Lee Geok Ling

Gilbert Kam Tong Fan

Grace Su Yin Pang

Cheung Yin Bun

Ramaswamy Akhileswaran

Wee Hwee Lin

Wong Cai Fong

Mandy Yen Ling Ow

NUS Department of Social Work

Department of Psychosocial Oncology, 
National Cancer Centre 

Agency for Integrated Care

Centre for Quantitative Medicine, Duke-NUS

Department of Geriatric Medicine
Khoo Teck Puat Hospital 

NUS Department of Pharmacy 

NUS Next Age Institute

Centre of Regulatory Excellence, 
Duke-NUS Medical School

(2016). Understanding domains of health-related quality of life concerns of Singapore chinese patients with advanced cancer: A qualitative analysis. 
Supportive Care in Cancer, 24(3), 1107-1118. (Germany).
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FEBRUARY Lunar New Year
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Lunar New Year

Lee Cher Leng

(2000). Compliments and responses during Chinese New Year celebrations in Singapore. Pragmatics, 19(4), 519-541. (The Netherlands).

Lunar New Year typically takes place around early February. On these two days of celebration, relatives in Singapore visit 
one another, with the younger generation traditionally visiting their elders. Lee Cher Leng explains that during these visits 

relatives often exchange compliments and auspicious wishes to boost social cohesiveness and eliminate awkwardness or 
unpleasant feelings that may arise during uncomfortable silences.
 
Lee explored how such compliments centre on academic accomplishments, potential career successes, having children or 
grandchildren,	 and	filial	piety.	This	 indicates	 the	premium	Chinese	Singaporeans	place	on	 their	 children’s	 socio-economic	
and academic success. Older female relatives often compliment their younger counterparts on their appearance, typically 
following up with a question on their relationship status. This is regarded more as a show of concern than a threat to privacy, 
pointing to the importance this community places on marriage. Compliments paid by older male relatives to their younger 
counterparts frequently focus on promotions and health. Most compliments are politely declined not for the purpose of 
expressing disagreement and rejection, but out of a sense of modesty that is deeply rooted in Chinese culture. Interestingly, 
since the New Year festivities centre around feasting on seasonal delicacies, compliments on food are seen as a request for 
additional helpings.

What can we learn from compliments during Lunar New Year in Singapore?

NUS Department of Chinese Studies
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FEBRUARY Fall of Singapore
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Fall of Singapore

On 15 February 1942 Singapore surrendered to Japan, 
marking the beginning of the Japanese Occupation of 

Singapore which lasted nearly three and a half years. Hence, 
Singapore commemorates Total Defence Day every year to 
remind future generations of the sufferings our forefathers 
went through and the need for all Singaporeans to play a 
part in defending Singapore.

Despite	being	called	 the	 ‘impregnable	 fortress’,	Singapore	
capitulated in a week. Brian Farrell challenges the 
conventional wisdom that this military disaster was a result 
of inept commanders mismanaging the campaign on the 
ground. Instead, he blames the theatre strategy conceived 
prior to the Second World War. The strategy to defend 
the Far East was founded on the idea that Malaya and 
Singapore would hold out until reinforcements to relieve 
the siege arrived from Britain. Unfortunately, the British 
forces defending the Far East were compelled to abide by 

this ill-conceived strategy even though it was crumbling in 
the lead up to the Battle of Singapore. As a consequence, 
the defending British Army made the wrong battle plans, 
aggravating the military situation and turning military defeat 
into an embarrassing disaster.
 
As the Fall of Singapore is not in the immediate consciousness 
of young Singaporeans of today, historians like Farrell keep 
those memories alive, reminding us of lessons from our past. 

Why did the impregnable fortress 
fall in a week?

Brian P. Farrell

(2015). The Defence and Fall of Singapore 1940-1942. Singapore: Monsoon Books.

NUS Department of History
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MARCH Launch of the Renaissance City Plan
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Launch of the Renaissance City Plan

T. C. Chang

(2008). Art and Soul: Powerful and Powerless Art in Singapore. Environment and Planning A, 40(8), 1921-1943. (United Kingdom). 

The Renaissance City Report was a plan unveiled on 9 March 2000 by the then-Ministry of Information and the Arts. It aimed 
to promote the arts and culture scene in Singapore by envisioning it to be a global arts city that could nurture creative talents 

and cultivate an appreciation of shared heritage among Singaporeans. 
 
Arising from this report is the Public Sculptures Masterplan implemented by the Urban Redevelopment Authority in 2002. T. C. 
Chang investigates how public art such as sculptures can be used to enhance place identity and foster a sense of belonging. He 
explains how public art creates a special kind of spatiality through the interactions between the social (i.e. the art, artists, and 
audience) and the spatial (i.e. the site and environment) realms.
 
Fernando Botero’s Bird	sculpture	along	the	Singapore	River	exemplifies	the	hidden	dimensions	of	public	art.	Chang	questions	
the publicness of this foreign artwork due to its lack of relatability and engagement with the locals and the physical environment. 
Despite	being	a	‘public’	artwork,	the	public	was	not	consulted	as	it	was	privately	purchased	by	the	United	Overseas	Bank	for	its	
symbolism of prosperity. While this raises questions as to whether only local art should be considered public, local sculptures 
installed in Singapore’s tourist spots have also faced similar political struggles between local artists and the state. Ultimately, 
Chang	asserts	that	more	cities	today	are	using	art	as	a	utilitarian	tool	to	‘soft	brand’	themselves,	or	to	strengthen	nationalistic	
sentiments, or as a commodity for the tourism industry.

Is a public sculpture more than meets the eye?

NUS Department of Geography
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MARCH World Social Work Day
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World Social Work Day

Irene Y. H. Ng

(2015). Being poor in a rich “nanny state”: Developments in Singapore social welfare. The Singapore Economic Review, 60(3), 1-17. (Singapore).

The International Federation of Social Workers marks World Social Work Day every third Tuesday in March with its 116 
country members, including Singapore. Social workers aim to alleviate the conditions of those suffering from social 

deprivation, often the result of not making a living wage and lacking the means to increase earnings.
 
In	‘Being	poor	in	a	rich	“nanny	state”:	Developments	in	Singapore	social	welfare’	(2015),	Irene	Ng	reviewed	local	trends	in	
poverty and inequality, along with policy recommendations, from Singapore’s independence to 2015. She discusses inequality 
not only in terms of salaries, but also in relation to employment conditions, social challenges that come with poverty, and 
intergenerational mobility. Ng notes that although Singapore’s social policy remains productivist and based on self-reliance, 
the government has begun to adopt more welfare-oriented and inclusive policies to ameliorate high levels of socioeconomic 
inequality.
 
Ng	remarks	that	because	of	the	structural	nature	of	poverty	today	and	greater	stratification	of	society,	it	has	become	harder	to	
combat. Poor people in contemporary Singapore are a socially isolated minority. In turn, the wealthy are insulated from and 
uncomprehending	of	 the	overwhelming	difficulties	poor	people	 face,	with	 limited	access	 to	and	 skill	 at	utilizing	networks	
and resources that could assist them. She adds that contemporary poverty also results from globalization and technological 
development that rests on a model of high growth, open immigration, and a shift towards high tech industries and services.

What are the challenges of reducing socioeconomic inequality in Singapore?

NUS Department of Social Work
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MARCH Birth of P. Ramlee

How	do	P.	Ramlee’s	films	reflect	
Malay	society	during	the	1950s	
and	‘60s?

The late P. Ramlee was born on 22 March 1929. 
An accomplished actor, director, and musician, he 

is regarded as a legend in Malay cinema. Raised in 
Penang,	P.	Ramlee	first	 arrived	 in	Singapore	 in	1949	
upon invitation to join Shaw Studios where he began 
his illustrious career.
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Syed Muhd Khairudin Aljunied

(2005). Films as Social History – P. Ramlee’s “Seniman Bujang Lapok” and Malays in Singapore (1950s-1960s). The Heritage Journal, 2(1), 1-21 
(Singapore).  

Seniman Bujang Lapok	 is	 a	 well-known	 comedy	 film	
directed	by	P.	Ramlee	 in	1961.	The	 story	 revolves	around	
three bachelors and their quest to become movie stars. 
Along the way, the trio encounters setbacks in their daily 
lives, such as living with noisy neighbours and the trials of 
pursuing their love interests. Khairudin argues that Seniman 
Bujang Lapok	is	more	than	just	a	fictional	comedy	and	is	a	
veritable tapestry of Malay social history. P. Ramlee used 
Seniman Bujang Lapok as a cultural medium to portray 
the real-life challenges Malay society faced during the 
1950s	and	‘60s.	These	include	the	disruptive	impact	of	the	
Japanese Occupation on post-war educational standards 

of Malays, the perennial tension between maintaining 
traditional culture while embracing modernity, how Islam 
is often misunderstood, and the poverty experienced by the 
Malay community at that time.

Khairudin notes that P. Ramlee’s ideals motivated his 
portrayal of these themes in Seniman Bujang Lapok. After 
all,	 P.	 Ramlee	 was	 influenced	 by	 the	 ASAS	 (Angkatan	
Sasterawan)	 50	 intellectual	 movement	 of	 the	 1950s	 and	
‘60s	which	sought	to	promote	modernity	among	Malays	by	
freeing them from the shackles of colonialism and social 
backwardness.  

Department of Malay Studies
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Announcement of Budget Statement

Lee Soo Ann

(2015). Governance and Economic Change in Singapore. The Singapore Economic Review, 60(3), 1-15. (Singapore).

Singapore,	often	praised	for	its	rapid	transformation	from	a	fishing	village	to	the	shiny	metropolis	of	today,	made	its	2016	
budget announcement on 26 March. The strength of the nation’s economy is the result of continuous evolution in its modes 

of governance over the last four centuries.
  
Lee	Soo	Ann	argues	that	the	developments	Singapore	has	seen	since	1965	are	contingent	upon	structural	changes	that	occurred	
in	the	preceding	years.	He	breaks	the	history	of	governance	in	Singapore	into	four	phases,	the	first	beginning	in	1819	when	
Stamford	Raffles	set	Singapore	up	as	a	trading	settlement.	Raffles	initiated	free	trade	and	movement	of	people	into	the	island	
to boost its population growth. 1867 marked the beginning of the second phase when Singapore became a part of the Straits 
Settlement.	Lee	 identifies	1946	as	 the	start	of	 the	 third	phase	when	 the	 formation	of	a	 fully-elected	 legislative	council	was	
initiated.
 
1965	marks	 the	 fourth	phase	of	Singapore’s	history	when	 it	became	an	autonomous	nation	after	separating	 from	Malaysia.	
Even	though	there	has	been	tremendous	development	in	the	last	50	years,	the	first	three	phases	introduced	important	catalysts	
for this growth to occur. In its nascent years of sovereignty, Singapore relied on its ties to the Commonwealth which were 
formed during its colonial era. Addressing current challenges such as a declining birth rate, growing trade competition, and 
immigration	policy	changes	may	bring	about	a	fifth	phase.	

How	has	Singapore’s	past	governance	structure	influenced	its	economic	
growth?

NUS Department of Economics
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(2016). Can bilingual children turn one language off? Evidence from perceptual switching. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 147, 111-125. 
(United States).

The Early Childhood Development Agency (ECDA) was 
officially	launched	on	1 April 2013 with a commitment 

to promote the accessibility of the early childhood sector 
in Singapore and enhance the affordability of pre-school 
programmes. A key responsibility of ECDA is raising public 
awareness and support for children’s development.
 
Aligned with this goal is Leher Singh and Carolyn Quam’s 
study on bilingual children, which investigates how 
bilinguals alternate between two languages by activating 
and deactivating one language, also known as perceptual 
switching. Their study notes the challenges bilingual learners 
face in the mastery of two linguistically distinct systems with 
potentially	complicated	and	conflicting	rules.	Additionally,	
it aims to address a gap in research, where little attention 
has been paid thus far to how bilingual children practise 
perceptual switching between a tonal and non-tonal 
language.

For	the	study,	34	preschool	children	aged	three	to	five	were	
presented with two videos and taught the meanings of 

new	‘target	words’	in	English	and	Mandarin.	Subsequently,	
the children were tested on their ability to recognise the 
‘target	words’	when	 they	matched	 or	mismatched	 English	
and Mandarin speech tones. The experiment revealed that 
bilingual children, especially those above four years old, 
demonstrate an impressive facility for alternating between 
languages	even	when	the	task	is	complicated	by	conflicting	
speech tones across languages. Furthermore, the researchers 
noted differences in the ways bilingual children engaged in 
perceptual switching compared to adults, hence highlighting 
the need for greater research regarding bilingual processing 
amongst children.

How do bilingual children switch between two different languages?

Leher Singh

Carolyn Quam

NUS Department of Psychology

Departments of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences 
and Psychology, University of Arizona
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APRIL World Autism Awareness Day
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Gina W. L. Chan and Esther C. L. Goh 

(2014). ‘My Parents Told Us That They Will Always Treat My Brother Differently Because He is Autistic’ – Are Siblings of Autistic Children the Forgotten 
Ones? Journal of Social Work Practice, 28(2), 155-171. (United Kingdom).

World Autism Awareness Day has been held annually since 2 April 2008. Organisations supporting those with autism 
spectrum disorders (ASD) around the world celebrate this day by hosting unique fundraising activities. However, autism 

not only impacts those who have it, but also shapes their family dynamics.
 
In this study, Chan and Goh use a qualitative approach to observe the impact of an autistic child on the relationship between 
their parents and siblings (referred to as neuro-typical children). They also examine how neuro-typical children cope with the 
impact	of	an	autistic	sibling	on	the	family.	The	findings	are	based	on	interviews	with	five	Singaporean	families.	The	mother	
and	the	neuro-typical	sibling	were	interviewed	separately	as	Chan	and	Goh	identified	that	both	mother	and	sibling	influence	
the relationship with each other equally. The study revealed how parenting style was shaped to accommodate the special 
needs	of	 the	autistic	child	 in	 the	 family.	An	 important	 theme	 that	emerged	 from	 the	findings	was	differential	parenting	 for	
autistic	children	and	their	non-autistic	siblings.	Chan	and	Goh	identified	the	responses	and	strategies	adopted	by	neuro-typical	
children to cope with this kind of parenting. They also outlined the mother’s relationship with the neuro-typical child and how 
parents split roles and try to spend one-on-one time with that child.

The research demonstrates that having an autistic child in the family not only imposes additional responsibilities on the parents but 
also on their siblings. Moreover, it places certain pressures on the neuro-typical child to cope with a double-standard of parenting. 

Does having an autistic child in the family have an impact on the 
relationship between their siblings and their parents?

NUS Department of Social Work
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Students Outcome
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(2016). Integrity in and Beyond Contemporary Higher Education: What Does it Mean to University Students? Frontiers in Psychology: Educational 
Psychology, 7(1094). (Switzerland). 

On 15 April 2015, the Ministry of Education introduced 
the Framework for 21st Century Competencies and 

Student Outcomes, which outlines the competencies that 
have become increasingly important in this century. One 
of the six core values of the framework is integrity. Sarah 
Wong, Stephen Lim, and Kathleen Quinlan conducted 
a qualitative study to understand how students at NUS 
define	 integrity	 in	 their	 lives	 as	 students,	 and	 how	 they	
would demonstrate integrity in their lives after university.  
 
Based on qualitative surveys with 127 students, they found 
that	students	defined	integrity	in	a	university	context	as	not	
plagiarizing, not cheating, completing tasks independently, 
not	manipulating	data,	being	honest,	 fulfilling	group	work	
commitments, and reporting ethical violations such as 
reporting someone who has cheated on an exam. The authors 
noted	that	students’	definition	of	integrity	in	the	workplace	
shared	many	similarities	with	their	definition	of	integrity	in	
a university context. Reframed in a workplace setting, these 
themes included not taking credit for work that is not theirs, 

How can we prepare students to face challenges to integrity and ethical 
dilemmas?

being honest in interviews, holding true to their values at 
the workplace, and adhering to work ethics by being honest 
in	 their	 professional	 work	 and	 not	 sacrificing	 hard	 work	
for other methods of career advancement. Importantly, 
students also saw integrity in the workplace as using their 
skills	 and	 knowledge	 to	 benefit	 society	 after	 graduation,	
and bringing about progressive change as leaders of the 
future. The researchers conclude by highlighting the role 
of educators to (re)consider integrity more broadly beyond 
good academic conduct, towards nurturing students’ holistic 
moral reasoning and social responsibility.

Sarah Wong Shi Hui and 
Stephen Lim Wee Hun

Kathleen M. Quinlan

NUS Department of Psychology

Oxford Learning Institute, University of Oxford
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APRIL Launch of the Speak Good English Movement
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Lionel Wee

(2014). Linguistic chutzpah and the Speak Good Singlish Movement. World Englishes, 33(1), 85-99. (United States). 

Speak Good English Movement (SGEM) was launched on 29 April 2006. Seeing the rising popularity of Singlish as a threat 
to English language competency, the government sought to educate people on the importance of using Standard English. 

SGEM	is	re-branded	with	new	campaigning	techniques	every	year.	However,	10	years	after	the	founding	of	SGEM,	the	‘Speak	
Good Singlish Movement’ (SGSM) counter-movement surfaced. 
 
Without	an	affiliated	organization	to	pin	to	SGSM,	it	can	be	seen	as	a	reaction	against	the	state-mandated	shunning	of	Singlish	
and	other	dialects.	Lionel	Wee	coins	the	term	‘linguistic	chutzpah’	to	describe	the	SGSM	phenomenon.	He	defines	the	term	as	
the case where speakers not only have the audacity to make alternative linguistic choices in the probable face of criticism, but 
also draw on linguistic knowledge to justify these choices. SGSM aims to undo the SGEM-propagated notion that Singlish is 
equivalent to ungrammatical or broken English, thus presenting compelling evidence of linguistic chutzpah. 
 
This article sheds light on the inherent anxieties pertaining to language use within the many layers of Singapore society. The 
government outlines a need to be able to communicate in globally comprehensible English to ensure Singapore’s relevance in 
the international community. However, this ignores the possibility that Singlish could be a cultural product of its own rather 
than	a	corruption	of	Standard	English.	Wee	suggests	that	speakers	should	be	confident	in	and	aware	of	the	linguistic	nuances	
deployed when speaking Singlish.

Should Singaporeans be discouraged from using Singlish in favour of 
Standard English?

Department of English Language and Literature
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S. R. Joey Long

(2009). Mixed up in Power Politics and the Cold War: The Americans, the ICFTU and Singapore’s Labour Movement, 1955-1960. Journal of Southeast 
Asian Studies, 40(2), 323-351. (United Kingdom).

On Labour Day Singapore celebrates the contributions made by workers and the industrial peace we enjoy today. Turning 
the	clock	back	to	the	1950s	and	early	1960s,	industrial	relations	in	Singapore	were	more	antagonistic	and	labour	unrest	

was pervasive.
 
Joey Long recovers historical narratives pertaining to American involvement in Singapore’s labour movement during that 
period.	Against	the	backdrop	of	the	Cold	War,	American	officials	were	concerned	about	growing	labour	unrest	in	Singapore	
and believed that they were motivated by underground communist agents operating through the unions. Fearing that the 
newly elected Singapore Labour Front government led by David Marshall was incapable of dealing with the communist 
threat,	American	officials	decided	to	intervene	in	Singapore’s	labour	politics.	To	strengthen	the	non-communist	labour	unions	
in Singapore, representatives from the American-backed International Confederation of Free Trade Unions were dispatched 
there. Ultimately, what motivated this action was a fear that the failure to prevent communism from becoming entrenched in 
Singapore would trigger a domino effect, putting other Southeast Asian nations at risk from communist subversion.
 
Long’s research on American intervention in Singapore’s labour politics sheds new light on the history of Singapore’s labour 
movement. It is also a reminder that Singapore should not take its industrial harmony for granted.

Why did the United States of America intervene in Singapore’s labour politics?

NUS Department of History
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MAY Mother’s Day



47

(2016). Maternal touch predicts social orienting in young children. Cognitive Development, 39, 128-140. (The Netherlands).

It is no longer debated that our personalities are a product 
of both nature and nurture. Yet what aspects of nurture are 

critical and how they interface with nature are still open 
issues. A study exploring parent-child interactions uncovers 
interesting	evidence	for	the	significance	of	physical	contact.	 
 
Current and former NUS researchers invited 42 mother-
child pairs to take part in an experiment involving 
seven kindergartens in Singapore. Children aged four 
to six were engaged in a 10-minute play session with 
their mothers involving a board game. Experimenters 
recorded the frequency of vocal and tactile interactions 
between mother and child. After the game, the child 
performed an object categorization task that measured 
how likely faces as compared to non-face objects were to 
capture the children’s attention. Thus, task performance 
served as an index of the children’s social interest. 
 
The researchers found a positive correlation between the 
frequency of touch and the children’s social interest. A similar 
relationship did not exist for vocalizations. This suggests that 

the amount of gentle touch children receive in the course 
of	 development	 benefits	 their	 social	 brains.	 A	 follow-up	
investigation conducted by the same researchers at NUS and 
the	Max	Planck	Institute	in	Germany	corroborated	this	finding.	
They showed that children with more touch exhibit more 
activity in brain regions associated with social perception. 
 
Even though the development of our social selves is a 
complicated	 process	 influenced	 by	 multiple	 factors,	
mothers can comfort themselves with the knowledge that 
an affectionate touch can go a long way for their children. 
Yet another reason to honour our mothers on Mother’s Day! 

Does	a	mother’s	touch	affect	the	development	of	a	child’s	‘social	brain’?

Richard Ebstein, Xiaoqin Cheng, Tabitha Ng, 
and Annett Schirmer
NUS Department of Psychology

Christy Reece
University of Adelaide, Australia
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MAY International Museum Day
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Donna Brunero 

(2006). Archives and Heritage in Singapore: The Development of ‘Reflections at Bukit Chandu’, a World War II Interpretive Centre. International Journal 
of Heritage Studies, 12(5), 427-439. (United Kingdom).

International Museum Day (IMD) is celebrated annually on 18 May to acknowledge the importance of museums in facilitating 
cultural exchange and promoting mutual understanding between peoples and societies. IMD is especially relevant to 

Singapore given the large number of museums it hosts — each with a unique approach to interpreting history and heritage.
 
On	15	February	2002,	the	National	Archives	of	Singapore	(NAS)	redeveloped	a	colonial	bungalow	into	Reflections	at	Bukit	
Chandu,	a	World	War	II	interpretive	centre.	The	centre	commemorates	the	Malay	Regiment’s	officers	and	soldiers	who	made	
a heroic stand against Japanese forces in one of the last battles before the fall of Singapore 60 years ago. Donna Brunero 
examines	 the	 centre’s	 significance	 to	 Singapore’s	 rising	 heritage	movement,	which	 recently	witnessed	 a	 desire	 for	 a	more	
‘historically	in-touch	Singapore’	that	not	only	values	the	past	but	also	acknowledges	history’s	relevance	to	the	present	day.	
 
The centre relies heavily on archives, including historical photographs and documents, to localise history and develop the 
narrative	of	the	Malay	Regiment’s	sacrifice	and	bravery.	Simultaneously,	features	such	as	the	Well	of	Reflections	diorama	and	
the Hall of Memories exhibit symbolise NAS’s emotive and empathetic approach to artefacts, creating new possibilities for 
direct	engagement	with	visitors	to	reflect	on	ideas	of	‘rootedness’	and	identification	with	Singapore.	The	interpretive	centre	
hence strategically connects Singapore’s colonial past and post-colonial present. Furthermore, it highlights Singapore’s shifting 
focus from the migrant experience and struggle for survival, towards the celebration of present-day nationhood and shared 
connections to the homeland. 

How do archives shape our understanding of history and heritage?

NUS Department of History
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How do Singapore’s Buddhist 
leaders	maintain	their	influence	
in the digital age?

Buddhists in Singapore celebrate Vesak Day 
which marks the birth, enlightenment, and 

death of Buddha. While the practice of Buddhism 
and its rituals have traditionally taken place within 
homes, temples, and monasteries, many Buddhists 
today are increasingly turning to online sources 
for spiritual direction as society becomes more 
technologically advanced. Can devotees, however, 
truly chart their way to enlightenment by merely 
engaging with their faith on digital platforms?  

MAY Vesak Day
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Shirlena Huang and her co-authors illustrate ways in 
which Buddhist priests have sought to renegotiate their 
authority over their religion’s expanding online presence. 
They found that the internet can help make Buddhist 
teachings more accessible. However, having a long-
term	 ‘offline’	 discipleship	with	 priests	 facilitates	 a	 deeper	
understanding of the faith, thus avoiding misinterpretations. 
Yearly events such as Vesak Day also require the crucial 
physical priestly presence to carry out sacred rituals.  
 
Buddhist leaders advised disciples to balance their 
consumption	 of	 online	 and	 offline	 sources	 to	 avoid	
misunderstandings of the teachings. They also emphasized 
the importance of direct feedback from one-on-one 
mentoring	 relationships	 with	 qualified	 masters.	 Buddhist	
monks tended to view online interactions with devotees as 
a	means	 of	 initiating	 offline	meetings	 to	 provide	 spiritual	
guidance. 

Pauline Hope Cheong 

Shirlena Huang

Jessie P. H. Poon

Arizona State University

NUS Department of Geography

University of Buffalo-SUNY

(2011). Cultivating online and offline pathways to enlightenment: Religious authority and strategic arbitration in wired Buddhist organization. Information, 
Communication & Society, 14(8), 1160-1180. (United Kingdom).
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JUNE Inauguration of the Great Singapore Sale
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Chua Beng Huat

(2013). Life is Not Complete Without Shopping: Consumption Culture in Singapore. Singapore: Singapore University Press, National University of 
Singapore.

From June to August every year, the shopping malls lining the streets of Singapore are covered with large signs promoting 
even larger discounts for the Great Singapore Sale (GSS). Apart from giving Singaporeans yet another reason to shop, the GSS 

serves as an excellent tourist attraction, particularly because it occurs during the summer vacation period.
 
When a nation-wide sale period becomes a tourist attraction, one has to wonder how deeply the activity of shopping is 
embedded in the construction of Singapore’s national identity. Chua Beng Huat’s Life is Not Complete Without Shopping	–	the	
title	a	reference	to	PM	Goh’s	remark	during	his	National	Day	Rally	Speech	in	1996	–	explores	shopping	and	consumption	across	
various segments of Singapore’s population, looking at the ideological networks that give rise to and perpetuate Singapore’s 
consumption culture.
 
Chua delves into the intricacies of the culture of consumption as everyday practices of Singaporeans, from cinema to fashion to 
window shopping. Scanning a magnifying glass over the oft-repeated joke of shopping being Singapore’s national pastime, he 
discusses	the	role	consumption	culture	has	played	in	developing	the	country	from	what	it	was	in	1965	to	what	it	is	today	and	
sheds light on the less obvious link between shopping and the socio-cultural construction of national identity. 

What makes Singapore’s consumption culture a vital part of its national 
identity?

NUS Department of Sociology
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JUNE Eco Action Day
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Harvey Neo

(2010). The Potential of Large-Scale Urban Waste Recycling: A Case Study of the National Recycling Programme in Singapore. Society & Natural 
Resources, 23(9), 872-887. (United States).

Every 5 June, since 2007, Singaporeans participate in Eco Action Day to commemorate the United Nations Environmental 
Programme World Environment Day. This campaign encourages Singaporeans to adopt more environmentally-friendly 

practices within their workplaces and homes. Yet, do all environmental programmes really cultivate a true spirit of eco-
friendliness among individuals?
 
In a case study on the National Recycling Programme, implemented in 2001, Harvey Neo investigates its effectiveness of fostering 
a waste recycling habit among housing estate residents. Recycling is made more convenient as they are encouraged to place 
‘recycling	bags’	outside	their	doorsteps	for	collection.	An	altruistic	element	is	also	introduced	to	encourage	more	participation.	
Neo contends that such an approach places a premium on convenience and mutes the importance of environmental values, 
making people less inclined to take ownership of their environment. Hence, while the intention to cultivate long-term recycling 
habits is laudable, careful thought should be put into how public education on environmental awareness is undertaken.
 
While more initiatives, such as Eco Action Day, have arisen, Neo’s study emphasizes that a proper calibration of public 
education should also be embedded to ensure the sustainability of these initiatives and to remind citizens of the importance of 
conserving the environment.

Is Singapore truly cultivating an environmentally conscious culture?

NUS Department of Geography
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JUNE Opening of Toa Payoh Satellite Township



57

(2016). Rethinking spatial planning for urban conviviality and social diversity: A study of nightlife in a Singapore public housing estate neighbourhood. 
Town Planning Review, 87(4), 379-399. (United Kingdom).

Toa Payoh Township, one of Singapore’s earliest state-
planned	 housing	 estates,	 welcomed	 its	 first	 residents	

on 20 June 1966. Within this satellite town sits its town 
centre	 –	Toa	Payoh	Central,	 an	unlikely	hub	of	 activity	 in	
this seemingly quiet neighbourhood.
 
The atmosphere Toa Payoh Central exudes as the place to 
‘hang	out’	 is	certainly	evident	from	the	near-constant	flow	
of youths and families basking in the centre’s street-life on 
weekend nights. Yeo Su-Jan, Ho Kong Chong, and Heng 
Chye Kiang investigate the psychological effects of the 
centre’s heartland spaces that contribute to this convivial 
nightlife atmosphere. They observe that the urban fabric of 
Toa Payoh weaves together a mix of residential, commercial, 
and leisure amenities that attract a range of visitors to the 
estate. In the town centre, building entrances and windows 
facing the street and ground-level retail stores offer an 
inviting aura for passers-by to enter. Architectural elements 

such as arcades, awnings, and seating provide areas of 
respite that encourage longer stays. While its open plaza 
often hosts roadshows, night bazaars, and funeral wakes, it 
is also used for more casual activities such as line-dancing 
and sidewalk astronomy.
  
Yeo, Ho, and Heng’s study thus calls for the rethinking 
of spatial planning at the grassroots level that not only 
welcomes the public to participate in family-friendly night 
activities, but also fosters a more accepting environment in 
our homeland’s increasingly diverse community.

What makes Toa Payoh Central a hip place to hang out at night?

Yeo Su-Jan and Heng Chye Kiang

Ho Kong Chong

NUS Department of Architecture

NUS Department of Sociology
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JUNE Haze Season
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The	 Indonesian	 practice	 of	 using	 forest	 fires	 to	 clear	
farmland	 cheaply	 has	 led	 to	 an	 annual	 ‘haze	 season’	

in Indonesia and its proximate neighbours. On 21 June 
2013, Singapore experienced its strongest haze period 
yet, with a 3-hour Pollutant Standards Index (PSI) of 401. 
A pollutant that is released during the haze is PM2.5 
which are particles with an aerodynamic diameter of 2.5 
micrometre (µm) or below. An overexposure to this particle, 
along with other pollutants, poses a higher risk of severe 
health effects in the long run, including the aggravation 
of respiratory illnesses such as asthma and lung cancer. 
 
In 2012, Eric Velasco and Matthias Roth provided an 
assessment of Singapore’s air quality and urged the need 
to include PM2.5 levels into the 24-hour PSI as it was then 
not considered a criteria pollutant. They argued that even 
though	levels	for	monitored	pollutants	at	that	time	satisfied	
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency standard, an 

Why should we be concerned with PM2.5?

(2012). Review of Singapore’s air quality and greenhouse gas emissions: Current situation and opportunities. Journal of the Air & Waste Management 
Association, 62(6), 625-641. (United Kingdom).

updated and multipollutant framework was needed to 
provide a more relevant management of local air quality. 
 
It was only from April 2014 onwards that the National 
Environment Agency included the PM2.5 as a sixth pollutant 
parameter into its PSI, thus providing a more comprehensive 
air quality report. 

Matthias Roth
NUS Department of Geography

Erik Velasco
Centre for Environmental Sensing and Modelling 
(CENSAM), Singapore-MIT Alliance for Research and 
Technology (SMART)
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What role should the state play 
as the pace of globalisation 
accelerates?

Beginning in Thailand in July 1997 with the 
devaluation of the Thai baht, the Asian Financial 

Crisis rapidly swept across Southeast Asia and Japan 
to trigger the devaluation of Asian currencies and 
slumping	of	Asian	economies	along	with	financial	and	
political upheavals. Free-marketers, who believe that 
market forces should be allowed to operate without any 
government intervention, argue that in the age of rapid 

JULY Asian Financial Crisis 
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globalisation, the crisis was the result of the malfunction 
of government-led macroeconomic planning. Jang-Sup Shin 
asserts that, on the contrary, the role of the state becomes 
more important as the pace of globalisation accelerates. He 
uses South Korea and Singapore as case studies to elaborate 
by comparing the different challenges they faced. 

Shin	 defines	 globalisation	 as	 the	 process	 of	 reducing	
the distinction between domestic and foreign markets 
and capital. He opines that the challenges faced by both 
nations were not uniform. South Korea, which followed the 
nationalist model of development and protected its local 
industries	 from	 foreign	 markets,	 faced	 more	 difficulties	
than Singapore. Singapore adopted the internationalist 

model of development which made little distinction 
between foreign and domestic markets. The ways in which 
both nations responded to globalisation were diverse 
due to differences in size, geography, history, internal 
politics, and national leaders. Shin argues that the study 
of globalisation and the role of the state can be enriched 
by adding more layers to the analysis and accommodating, 
to	 an	 extent,	 the	 specificities	 of	 individual	 countries.

Jang-Sup Shin

(2005). Globalisation and Challenges to the Developmental State: A Comparison between South Korea and Singapore. Global Economic Review, 34(4), 
379-395. (United Kingdom).

NUS Department of Economics
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JULY Sri Mariamman Temple Becomes a National Monument
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On 6 July 1973, the Sri Mariamman Temple which has 
existed	 since	 1827	was	 officially	 deemed	 a	 national	

monument of Singapore. Along with the many iconic 
religious establishments on this island, the Sri Mariamman 
Temple	is	an	example	of	a	designated	‘sacred	space’	–	where	
religious practices are state-sanctioned. 
 
In this article, Vineeta Sinha traces signs of the sacred that 
exist	outside	of	these	officially-approved	spaces.	She	looks	
at the ways in which a spiritual worldview stands at odds 
with rapid urbanization and its resultant secularity, to say 
that in fact the urban is not an antithesis to the spiritual. 
In a country where the use of every square inch of land 
must serve a utilitarian purpose, the different ethnic and 
religious	 communities	 of	 Singapore	 find	 ways	 to	 embed	
the sacred into public spaces such as carparks and hawker 
centres. This coexistence of secular and spiritual points to 
the sophistication of religious communities in Singapore 

because it reveals how they accept the modernizing 
environment without compromising the space for their gods.
 
Harbouring that liminal space between boundaries such 
as legal/illegal and private/public, the altars and shrines 
in carparks, hawker centres, and commercial areas both 
resist and co-opt urbanization. They are taken care of by 
the community, and exist in spite of the notion that public 
spaces are intended to be secular. These signs of the sacred 
uncover the possibility of a secular and a spiritual worldview 
existing simultaneously. 

Can sacred spaces exist outside of 
religious establishments?

Vineeta Sinha

(2016). Marking spaces as ‘sacred’: Infusing Singapore’s urban landscape with sacrality. International Sociology, 31(4), 467-488. (United States).

NUS Departments of Sociology and South Asian Studies
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The Singapore Literature Prize (SLP) is a biennial award to 
recognise published works of excellence by Singapore 

authors	 in	 any	 of	 the	 four	 official	 languages:	 Chinese,	
English, Malay, and Tamil. The competition is organised by 
the National Book Development Council of Singapore with 
the support of the National Arts Council and the National 
Library Board. On 14 July 2016, graphic novelist Sonny 
Liew’s The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chye won the English 
fiction	award	of	$10,000	at	the	SLP	ceremony.
 
Literature in Singapore’s secondary school curriculum 
has long centred on literary texts in English from a British 
tradition. Philip Holden suggests a rethink, but cautions 
against reconstituting the curriculum in a purely nationalist 
mould. He proposes some alternatives, one of which 
is a move towards a curriculum akin to the International 
Baccalaureate’s World Literature syllabus. Holden suggests 

that we conceive of literature as part of a process of cultural 
flows,	 and	 for	 this	 purpose	 a	 Southeast	 Asian	 literature	
syllabus could be developed. 
 
Such a model of literary studies, Holden asserts, would go 
deeper than a focus on literary techniques. It would take into 
account the context of the continual arrival of and exchange 
between different cultural communities in Singapore. He 
adds that literature could also be taught as a component of 
cultural studies, which would enable it to be used to teach 
critical thinking and creativity.

How should literature be taught in 
Singapore?

Philip Holden 

(2000). On the Nation’s Margins: The Social Place of Literature in Singapore. Sojourn: Journal of Social Issues in Southeast Asia, 15(1), 30-51. (Singapore).

NUS Department of English Language and Literature
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JULY Singapore Food Festival

How does Singapore’s unique 
food heritage intertwine with 
our memories of times past?

The Singapore Food Festival, held annually from June 
to July for more than 20 years, features activities 

such as heritage trails, culinary workshops, and 
competitions to celebrate Singapore’s international 
reputation as a food nation.
  
Kelvin Low explores how food experiences, expressed 
through recollections of the past through texts such as 
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Kelvin E. Y. Low

(2015). Tasting Memories, Cooking Heritage: A Sensuous Invitation to Remember. In Lily Kong and Vineeta Sinha (Eds.), Food, Foodways and 
Foodscapes: Culture, Community and Consumption in Post-Colonial Singapore (pp. 61-82). Singapore: World Scientific.

cookbooks, food memoirs, and biographies, contribute not 
only to identities of self and family, but also to Singapore’s 
identity as a food nation. For instance, the diverse culinary 
cultures of various ethnic and dialect groups in Singapore 
serve the function of delineating different identities. 
Culinary memories also intersect with family life, where 
childhood memories of food can stir emotions of security, 
happiness, and strong familial connections among 
individuals. Additionally, both pleasant and unsettling 
memories of culinary episodes connect with Singapore’s 
changing culinary landscape during wartime and post-war 
situations. Recollections of distasteful and unappealing 

tastes and smells, resulting from encounters with unsanitary 
food stalls and low-grade rice grains, intertwine intimately 
with experiences of economic and political hardship during 
Singapore’s experience of World War II. 
 
Low shows us the value of culinary texts in providing 
insights into the heritage and memories of a nation. In doing 
so, he highlights how understandings of Singapore’s unique 
food heritage go beyond its relevance in the present, to also 
connect with historical events and imaginings of the future. 

NUS Department of Sociology
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Terence Lee and Kevin McGahan

(2015). Norm subsidiarity and institutional cooperation: explaining the straits of Malacca anti-piracy regime. The Pacific Review, 28(4), 529-552. (United 
Kingdom).

Piracy is a great threat to Southeast Asian states, particularly the coastal states in the Straits of Malacca. For this reason, 
Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia came together on 20 July 2004	 to	form	MALSINDO	–	an	effort	between	the	navies,	

coast guards, and air forces of the three countries to patrol the waters and limit piracy. 
 
The question Terence Lee and Kevin McGahan raise in this article is why regional anti-piracy efforts were better received than 
American or Japanese-backed initiatives. To answer this, they present MALSINDO as a case of norm subsidiarity. This term, 
developed by Amitav Acharya, describes the instance when weaker states come together to create rules addressing a common 
issue so as to avoid being marginalized if a larger state gets involved. MALSINDO, being an initiative between Malaysia, 
Singapore, and Indonesia, relies on the naval and air-based forces of the three nations as the three countries are severely 
threatened	by	piracy,	albeit	 in	significantly	different	ways.	In	this	way,	they	also	resist	 the	involvement	of	countries	like	the	
United States or Japan in forming policies to regulate piracy that may leave out the interests of the MALSINDO nations. 
 
Lee	and	McGahan	note	that	the	MALSINDO	initiative	shows	that	inter-state	cooperation	can	happen	with	a	significant	degree	
of success, despite the states having varied interests in the Straits. The authors suggest that perhaps norm subsidiarity could 
prove successful in attempting to address other issues plaguing this region, such as illegal immigration and environmental 
degradation.

How do Southeast Asian states cooperate to combat piracy in the Straits of 
Malacca?

NUS Department of Political Science
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The annual Community Chest Heartstrings Walk, which most recently took place on 31 July 2016, is an example of how 
Singapore	approaches	community	engagement	–	by	involving	citizens	at	all	levels	of	society,	and	engaging	the	government,	

private corporations, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
  
According to S. Vasoo, Singapore has had a long history of community-based social welfare practices. Under colonial 
governance, ethnic groups formed communities to address their needs so long as those communities did not come together in 
anti-colonial sentiment. In postcolonial Singapore, this practice has remained, and most social welfare programs are addressed 
by small communal committees. However, in this article, Vasoo notes several challenges that need to be overcome in order to 
ensure the continuation of community development. The use of social media, for instance, potentially impersonalizes social 
welfare because it provides people with the facility to take part in social service from the comfort of their homes. The most 
important challenge, however, is the lack of youth leadership in Community Centre Committees and Town Councils. To remain 
relevant to the problems faced by members of the community, and also to sustain the healthy continuation of these committees, 
Vasoo argues that it is vital to have younger people involved in leadership roles.
 
Singapore is unique in the way that it involves the government, corporations, and NGOs in its community engagement 
programs. However, such programs should be wary of promoting dependency and should also focus on strengthening racial 
harmony. Most importantly, they must bring in young people for continued sustainability. 

S. Vasoo (2001) 

Community development in Singapore: New directions and challenges. Asian Journal of Political Science, 9(1), 4-17. (United States).

What issues affect the future direction of Singapore’s community engagement 
programs?

NUS Department of Social Work 
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AUGUST Singapore Gains Independence
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Albert Lau 

(2003). “Nationalism” in the Decolonization of Singapore. In Marc Frey, Ronald W. Pruessen, and Tan Tai Yong (Eds.), The Transformation of Southeast 
Asia: International Perspectives on Decolonization (pp. 180-196). Singapore: NUS Press.

Albert Lau details the development of an indigenous 
nationalism movement against British colonial rule 

in Singapore prior to its independence on 9 August 1965. 
At that time, the ethnically, religiously, and culturally 
diverse immigrant communities populating Singapore had 
little basis to unite. Coupled with a stable and favourable 
business climate under pre-World War II colonial rule, local 
desire for self-rule was limited. 
 
By	 the	 19th	 century,	 a	 growing	 Chinese	 community	
posed	 the	main	 threat	 to	 British	 rule,	 with	 gang	 conflicts	
undermining	 colonial	 authority,	 and	 the	 1890	 Societies	
Ordinance sent Chinese secret societies underground. 
Political developments in China, Islamist reformist ideas 
from the Middle East, Indian nationalist movements, and the 
rise of communism strengthened interest in independence 
prior to WWII. However, since Singapore’s colonial subjects 
received equal opportunities to compete for posts in the 

Straits civil service, anti-colonial movements remained 
marginal. Colonial leaders also succeeded in recruiting 
local collaborators to bolster their power. 
 
Britain’s humiliating defeat by Japan sparked desires for 
independence among everyday Singaporeans as well as 
members of the educated elite. Additionally, pro-British 
political	figures	and	collaborators	had	lost	their	popularity,	
creating opportunities for new political parties to gain 
power. Furthermore, British crackdowns on the country’s 
growing number of left-wing groups and activities boosted 
anti-colonial sentiment among the public.
 
Lau adds that the British were behind-the-scenes power 
brokers in the lead up to Singapore’s independence and 
judged the moderate wing of the People’s Action Party under 
Lee	Kuan	Yew	as	the	local	group	‘best	equipped	to	safeguard	
British interests.’

How did nationalism develop in colonial Singapore?

NUS Department of History
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Lily Kong

(1995). Music and cultural politics: ideology and resistance in Singapore. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 20(4), 447-459. (United 
Kingdom).

We have a vision for tomorrow, just believe, just believe 
We have a goal for Singapore, 

we can achieve, we can achieve
You and me, we’ll do our part, stand together, 

heart to heart 
We’re going to show the world what Singapore can be 

We can achieve, we can achieve

(Lyrics taken from ‘Count on Me, Singapore’ by Hugh Harrison)

Ask any Singaporean the tune to this song and chances 
are they would sing along with you too. Every year, 

a new National Day song is launched to commemorate 9 
August, the day of the nation’s independence. Leading up 
to this date, radio and television stations broadcast the new 
National Day song while students learn the song in school.
 
Lily Kong deconstructs the National Day songs featured in 
the Sing Singapore	 song	 book,	 published	 in	 1988	 by	 the	

Ministry of Communications and Information. The lyrics, 
written in all four languages, comprise a variety of emotive 
words used to encourage Singaporeans to express their 
love and pride for the country. Virtues such as hard work 
and unity are exalted and often validated by incorporating 
Singapore’s past achievements and images of present 
built and natural environments into their music videos.
 
Kong contends that such songs serve as crucial weapons 
for social and psychological defence as they can unify 
Singaporeans and instill in them a sense of patriotism towards 
their nation and their ruling government. Such a form of 
defence is necessary before civil and military defences can 
be effectively enforced. In addition, Kong explains that 
music is an effective way for the state to preserve ideologies 
and construct a national identity. Amidst globalizing forces 
today, the role of National Day songs remains ever more 
pertinent in strengthening one’s sense of belonging to a 
country with an increasingly diverse populace.

How can our National Day songs contribute to Singapore’s total defence?

NUS Department of Geography (on leave) and Singapore Management University 
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Confucius’ Birthday and Teachers’ Day

Tan Sor Hoon

(2016). Why Equality and Which Equalities? A Modern Confucian Approach to Democracy. Philosophy East and West, 66(2), 488-514. (United States).

Confucius, a teacher, editor, political advisor, and philosopher of China’s Spring and Autumn period, was born in 551 BC 
on	the	27th	day	of	 the	eighth	month	of	 the	Chinese	calendar.	While	Singapore	does	not	officially	celebrate	Confucius’	

birthday, the country marks Teachers’ Day on the first Friday of September to honour the contributions of educators. 
 
Tan Sor Hoon discusses debates about equality in Confucianism and democracy, noting that Confucianism values certain 
forms of equality even though it has a historical association with hierarchical and oppressive societies. Tan states that both 
Confucianism and democracy support good government (i.e. a government for the people), but have different ideas about how 
to achieve it. Unlike in democracy, political power in Confucianism is distributed according to virtue in people, which is itself 
unequal. Confucianism focuses on what people do with the power they have, more than an individual’s indisputable right to 
power. As long as some of its citizens are impoverished, a government is not performing up to Confucian standards of virtuous 
rule. 
 
In a democracy, majority rule may not give rise to a government that prioritizes shared prosperity. In Confucianism, 
socioeconomic inequalities can be avoided by promoting political inequality based on virtue; at the same time, Confucianism 
would endorse political equality if it indeed resulted in the reduction of objectionable socioeconomic inequalities. Confucians 
emphasize the need for virtue in wielding power, which provides us a means to re-examine what good government entails in 
democratic societies.

How can we reconcile Confucianism with democracy?

NUS Department of Philosophy 
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September School Holidays

Hee Jhee Jiow, Sun Sun Lim, and Julian Lin

(2016). Level Up! Refreshing Parental Mediation Theory for our Digital Media Landscape. Communication Theory. In press. (United States).

The September school holidays are a mixed blessing 
for students and parents. Providing a reprieve from the 

school	routine,	these	holidays	are	considered	‘crunch-time’	
for revision because they immediately precede year-end 
examinations.	Hence,	students	try	to	balance	the	three	‘R’s	–	rest,	
recreation,	and	revision	–	and	parents	strive	to	support	them.	

As videogames become more popular among young 
Singaporeans, how do parents manage their children’s 
videogame play? Jiow, Lim, and Lin studied 41 parent-child 
pairs with children aged 12 to 17, to understand approaches 
parents take to mediate children’s game play. They found 
parents appreciate that children need a respite from 
academic pursuits, and recognise that children want to play 
videogames.	They	identified	four	kinds	of	activities	parents	
undertake to guide children’s videogame play: gatekeeping, 
discursive, investigative, and diversionary activities. 

Gatekeeping activities refer to parents regulating children’s 

exposure to videogaming by imposing rules and restrictions. 
Discursive activities are dialogues that enable parents 
and children to share perspectives on various aspects of 
videogames, where parents air concerns while inculcating 
values and proffering advice on managing the negative 
aspects of videogames. Investigative activities refer to 
monitoring children’s game play, seeking more information 
about	 the	benefits	and	adverse	effects	of	games,	and	even	
playing with children to experience the games for themselves. 
Diversionary activities refers to parents’ efforts to steer 
children	 towards	 healthier,	 more	 beneficial	 alternatives	
including sports, tuition, and playing musical instruments.  

The authors conclude that with the complexity of young 
people’s prevailing media landscape, parents must and 
do undertake a dynamic combination of these activities to 
effectively guide their children’s videogame play. 

How can parents effectively guide their children’s videogame play?

NUS Department of Communications and New Media
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International Day of Older Persons

Leng Leng Thang

(2014). Living Independently, Living Well: Seniors Living in Housing and Development Board Studio Apartments in Singapore. Senri Ethnological 
Studies, 87, 39-56. (Japan).

International Day of Older Persons is celebrated annually worldwide on 1 October to recognise the contributions of older 
persons to society. On this day, the National Council of Social Service seeks to debunk the myths of ageing by encouraging 

Singaporeans to interact with seniors such as by hosting them to a meal.
 
Within the residential landscape, there has been a shift in living arrangements for seniors, from staying with their families to 
living	on	their	own	in	Housing	Development	Board	(HDB)	studio	apartments.	Launched	in	the	late	1990s	for	residents	aged	55	
and above, these apartments are more economical and seniors have more opportunities to socialize and receive assistance at 
neighbourhood drop-in centres.
  
Leng Leng Thang found that elderly women have more social competence than men, with many taking advantage of the 
activities available in these local centres. In contrast, fewer elderly men attend these centres and some prefer to pass their 
time at nearby coffee shops instead. Thang contends that these apartments can help senior citizens balance their desire for 
independence with proximity to children and the wish to maintain close familial relationships. Thus, Thang argues that such 
studio apartments and their surroundings should be designed in a way that makes them appealing to visiting relatives.
 

How does living in an HDB Studio Apartment impact the well-being of its 
senior residents?

NUS Department of Japanese Studies 
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Opening of VivoCity

Hendrik Meyer-Ohle

(2009). Two Asian malls: urban shopping centre development in Singapore and Japan. Asia Pacific Business Review, 15(1), 123-135. (United Kingdom).

Malls seem to be sprouting up all over Asia! Hendrik Meyer-Ohle compared the development of two shopping malls, 
VivoCity soft launched in Singapore on 7 October 2006, and Urban Dock Lalaport Toyosu opened in November 2006 in 

Tokyo. Both malls were seen as milestones in the two countries’ retail scenes. His study revealed that strong developers drive 
mall construction, actively differentiating malls through bold concepts and themes. Toyosu Mall was designed to integrate 
closely with its residential neighbourhood, while VivoCity was branded as a destination mall for leisure and entertainment.
  
These transnational mall developers work closely with tenant chains that operate multiple stores within the same shopping 
mall, while providing inroads for businesses to expand internationally. The role of shopping complexes is thus evolving as 
they	 contribute	 to	 the	 larger	 redevelopment	 of	 cities	 and	 the	 flourishing	 of	 cross-border	 activity	 as	malls	 offer	 companies	
internationalisation opportunities.
  
The shifting relationship dynamics between developers and tenants, and the international dimension of their activities, remain 
important research areas that help enhance our understanding of retail trends and business networks in Asia.

What roles do mall developers play in shaping our urban and business 
landscapes?

NUS Department of Japanese Studies 
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Founding of Biopolis

Axel Gelfert

(2013). Before Biopolis: Representations of the Biotechnology Discourse in Singapore. East Asian Science, Technology and Society: An International 
Journal, 7(1), 103-123. (United States).

Biopolis was launched on 18 October 2003 as an integrated cluster of research facilities, which Axel Gelfert characterizes 
as	 a	milestone	 in	 the	 push	 to	 integrate	 basic	 and	 applied	 research	 ‘under	 the	 paradigm	 of	 biomedical	 and	molecular	

biotechnology’. Singapore’s industrial and economic policy has long focused on attracting the latest and most promising 
technologies.	In	the	early	1980s,	the	attempt	to	establish	a	biotechnology	industry	in	Singapore	was	a	push	to	diversify	the	
country’s	industrial	base,	while	the	mid-1980s	saw	government	rhetoric	promoting	the	marriage	of	science	with	industry.	The	
institutionalization	of	 long-term,	 economically	beneficial	 and	 innovative	 research	was	marked	by	 the	 establishment	of	 the	
Institute	of	Molecular	and	Cell	Biology	in	1985.
 
Gelfert	reveals	that	the	scientific	community	also	played	a	key	role	in	reshaping	the	biotechnology	agenda,	along	with	higher	
educational institutions and polytechnics. Scientists advocated for government funding for biotechnology to include provisions 
for	 basic	 research	 and	 exhorted	 its	 practical	 benefits.	Visiting	 scientists	 contributed	 to	 the	 biotechnology	 conversation	 as	
well, emphasizing the needs of researchers. The Straits Times urged university graduates to do biotechnology research and 
championed collaborations between scientists and industry.
  
Biotechnology’s function in Singapore has evolved from just another sunrise technology that would enable product and process 
development, to a more multi-faceted, exploratory endeavour. This overarching approach, notes Gelfert, contributes to the city-
state’s	image	as	a	place,	in	the	words	of	Biopolis’	official	slogan,	‘where	ideas	grow.’

Why was research in biomedical and biotechnology the next big thing?

NUS Department of Philosophy
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Hunting of Singapore’s Last Wild Tiger

(2014). Tigers of Colonial Singapore. In Timothy P. Barnard (Ed.), Nature Contained: Environmental Histories of Singapore (pp. 55-80). Singapore: NUS Press.

Who could imagine that over a century ago, wild tigers 
roamed across Singapore, once a densely-forested 

island. However, on 26 October 1930, the last tiger on the 
island was killed near the old Chua Chu Kang village.
 
Timothy P. Barnard and Mark Emmanuel delved into the 
history of these tigers and reveal how their attacks posed a 
threat to British colonial expansion and exposed the island’s 
changing physical environment. In 1850, a shocking 200 
deaths out of a population of about 50,000 were reported 
to have been caused by tiger attacks. In the eyes of the 
British, Singapore was seen as a dangerous tropical port. 
As agricultural settlements grew further inland, the tensions 
between man and beast heightened. Metaphorically, 
the	 tiger	 soon	 became	 the	 ‘other’	 which	 symbolized	 the	
‘barbaric’	Asia	that	needed	to	be	tamed.
 
Strenuous efforts to hunt these tigers began in the late 1830s 
when a reward system was introduced. Besides the formation 
of	 a	 ‘Tiger	 Club’	 in	 1843,	 where	 tiger-hunting	 became	 a	

sport for the well-heeled expatriate community, killing 
tigers also became a lucrative business as body parts could 
be sold for up to $50. Over time, the tiger population was 
decimated and attacks on humans progressively declined. 
The high rate of deforestation during the 1860s and 1870s 
further contributed to the dwindling tiger population. By the 
1900s,	many	tigers	became	more	of	a	commodity	for	display	
at Western zoological gardens, signifying man’s triumph 
over a feared predator, but also embodying the contested 
relationship between humans and our natural environment.

How were wild tigers caught in Singapore?

Timothy Barnard 

Mark Emmanuel 

NUS Department of History

Independent Scholar
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International Creole Day

Bao Zhiming

(2014). The Making of Vernacular Singapore English: System, Transfer, and Filter. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

International Creole Day is a global festival that commemorates the variety of creole languages in the world today. It falls on 
28 October	and	was	first	marked	in	1983	by	an	association	of	creole	linguists	called	the	Bannzil Kreyol. A creole is a type of 

language	derived	from	a	pidgin	–	a	combination	of	two	languages	with	simplified	grammar	–	which	has	evolved	into	a	stable	
indigenised language with its own vocabulary and grammatical structure.
 
In the midst of debates surrounding the status of Singlish, Bao Zhiming examines whether Singlish is a pidgin, a creole, or 
something else. Through a contact linguistics approach, the study of the interaction between two or more languages, he 
analyses the impact of Chinese and Malay which subsequently paved the way for the development of the Singlish we speak 
today.	Bao	highlights	Mandarin	as	being	the	more	influential	source	given	the	high	influx	of	Chinese	migrants	who	settled	in	
Singapore	during	 the	1910s.	He	also	cites	state	 initiatives	such	as	 the	bilingual	education	system	and	 the	annual	 language	
campaigns	for	the	proliferation	of	Standard	English	and	specifically	Mandarin,	thereby	accounting	for	their	dominant	influence	
on the language.

How did Singlish become what it is today?

NUS Department of English Language and Literature
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How are religions affected when 
they are practised and cultivated 
in diasporic communities?

Diwali, celebrated in late October, is arguably 
the biggest Hindu festival, both in terms of its 

grandeur and the number of people who celebrate it 
all over the world. Known in Singapore as Deepavali, 
preparations begin months in advance, with night 
markets and large displays ornamenting Little India 
from August onwards.
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Rajesh Rai

(2009). Homogenisation and fragmentation, inclusivism and exclusivism in the development of Hinduism in Singapore. South Asian Diaspora, 1(1), 
3-17. (United Kingdom). 
 

Rajesh Rai investigates this fascinating proliferation of 
‘Hinduism’	across	the	world,	to	the	extent	that	the	term	itself	
gains	 contested	 definitions.	 Examining	 the	 development	
of Hinduism in Singapore, Rai traces the ways in which 
cultural practices have been adopted and altered with the 
changes in the Hindu population. For instance, because the 
early Indian settlers in Singapore were mostly from Tamil 
Nadu,	there	is	a	strong	presence	of	Tamilian	‘folk’	Hinduism	
in the Singaporean cultural consciousness of this religion. 
One can say that in Singapore, Thaipusam is as equally 
celebrated as Deepavali, whereas in India, the comparative 

significance	of	Thaipusam is much lower.

As the Hindu population in Singapore began to diversify, 
with more migrants coming from the North, so did the 
practices. Today, with the rise of a more global mindset 
to religion, Singapore is also host to foundations such as 
The Art of Living which encourages everyone, regardless 
of religious background, to practise meditation, yoga, and 
mindful living. Changes in Singapore’s Hindu diaspora have 
led	to	a	diversification	of	Hinduism	across	the	city-state.	

NUS South Asian Studies Programme 
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The Purple Parade

The Purple Parade, an annual event in Singapore to 
support societal inclusion of people with special needs, 

was last held on 5 November in 2016. According to the 
official	United	Nations	definition,	social	inclusion	describes	
a	 ‘society	 for	 all	 in	 which	 every	 individual,	 each	 with	
rights and responsibilities, has an active role to play’1. But 
how exactly do Singaporeans view the concept of social 
inclusion? Chiu et al contextualize their study by looking at 
this term in Chinese and Malay and recognizing that there is 
no	exact	match	for	the	term	‘social	inclusion’	despite	there	
being many very similar terms. 

Chiu et al conducted seven focus group discussions involving 
51 participants from different walks of life, including social 
workers, social work students, the elderly, youth leaders, 
and those requiring mental health services. Focus group 
participants	were	asked	to	write	down	how	they	define	social	
inclusion.	The	 researchers	 identified	 two	 major	 themes	 –	
the components of social inclusion and ways to improve 
social inclusion. Overall, the right to housing, education, 

How	do	Singaporeans	understand	and	define	the	concept	of	social	inclusion?	

(2016).What does social inclusion mean to Singaporeans? A qualitative study of the concept of social inclusion. Asia Pacific Journal of Social Work and 
Development, 26(2-3), 64-76. (United Kingdom).

1 Division for Social Policy and Development, Social Perspective on Development. (n.d.). Retrieved from United Nations:
https://www.un.org/development/desa/socialperspectiveondevelopment/issues.html

healthcare, employment, and community integration 
emerged as some of the key components that constitute 
social inclusion. They also felt that the government, rather 
than social communities, is responsible for improving social 
inclusion. 

Marcus Y. L. Chiu and Kheng H. Lim

Peter J. Huxley

Sherrill Evans

Kara Chan 

NUS Department of Social Work

Centre of Mental Health and Society, School of Social 
Sciences, Bangor University

School of Human Sciences, Swansea University

Department of Communication Studies, Hong Kong 
Baptist University
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Remembrance Day

Remembrance Sunday is commemorated annually 
on the Sunday closest to 11 November. It is a day to 

honour	Commonwealth	 soldiers	who	 sacrificed	 their	 lives	
in the line of duty. On Remembrance Sunday, members 
of the diplomatic corps, military, Singapore Armed Forces 
Veterans League, and public come together for a service 
at Kranji War Cemetery and Memorial to primarily honor 
Commonwealth soldiers interred there who lost their lives 
during WWII defending Singapore (as part of Malaya which 
then also included Malaysia).
 
However, the Kranji War Cemetery and Memorial (and 
Remembrance Sunday) are also legacies of Singapore’s 
colonial past. Considering that colonialism ended more 
than	five	decades	ago,	Singaporeans	may	feel	detached	from	
both the site and service. Further adding to the detachment 
is that the majority of the remains belong to foreign soldiers 
whereas there is a separate Civilian War Memorial dedicated 
to the memory of the local war dead. This other memorial 

How relevant is the Kranji War 
Cemetery and Memorial in 
post-colonial Singapore?

has its own service held annually on 15 February to mark 
the day Singapore fell into Japanese hands. 
Still, Hamzah Muzaini and Brenda Yeoh make the case 
that the Kranji War Cemetery and Memorial has undergone 
‘localization’	 so	 that	 it	 does	 not	 remain	 solely	 a	 space	
for foreign nationals to commemorate events which lack 
resonance with locals. This has included, among others, 
signage	 in	 national	 languages	 (reflecting	 multicultural	
Singapore)	 and	 more	 ‘native’	 foliage.	 Additionally,	 the	
historical narratives in guided tours have been retold via 
local lenses, such as when more local war exploits are 
highlighted, and where the focus is less on the nationality 
of the soldiers buried there but more on the universality 
of the values which the soldiers stood for, thus making the 
memoryscape more resonant to Singaporeans.
 
In	highlighting	such	‘localization’	efforts,	Muzaini	and	Yeoh	
reveal how colonial landscapes are still useful as a means 
of bringing the citizenry together even in post-colonial 
Singapore.

(2016). “Rescaling” war memories at Kranji Cemetery and Memorial. In Contested Memoryscapes: The Politics of Second World War Commemoration in 
Singapore (pp. 91-112). New York; London: Routledge.

Hamzah Muzaini 

Brenda S. A. Yeoh  

NUS Department of Southeast Asian Studies

NUS Department of Geography
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Inaugural National Addictions Awareness Day

23 November 2013 marked the inaugural National 
Addictions	Awareness	Day,	 reflecting	 the	Singapore	

government’s active efforts to control and minimize harmful 
addictions amongst its citizens. A study by Hyekyung Choo 
and Daniel Shek found that when it comes to preventing 
alcohol addiction among adolescents, parents can play an 
influential	role.	

Based on a survey of secondary school students in 
Singapore, Choo and Shek explored the links between 
alcohol consumption and the relationship between mother 
and child, as well as father and child. They also studied the 
impact	of	 familial	 conflicts	 and	peer	pressure	on	a	young	
person’s choice to drink. The study reveals that a positive 
relationship between mother and child results in fewer 
instances of indulging in alcohol. In contrast, a positive 
relationship between father and child increases the child’s 
susceptibility to peer pressure to drink because the child 

will expect leniency from the father in dealing with their 
drinking.	Worryingly,	children	 from	 families	with	conflicts	
tend to abuse alcohol more frequently. 

Overall,	the	quality	of	familial	life	has	a	significant	impact	on	
Singaporean adolescents and their choices when it comes to 
alcohol consumption. A healthy parent-child relationship is 
key to preventing alcohol dependency. 

(2011). Quality of Parent-Child Relationship, Family Conflict, Peer Pressure, and Drinking Behaviors of Adolescents in an Asian Context: The Case of 
Singapore. Social Indicators Research, 110(3), 1141-1157. (The Netherlands).

What role do parents play in the alcohol consumption habits of 
Singaporean adolescents?

Hyekyung Choo

Daniel Shek 

NUS Department of Social Work 

Department of Applied Social Sciences, Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, Hong Kong
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26th Singapore International Film Festival Begins

Edna Lim

(2015). Counter-Performance: The Heartland and Other Spaces in Eating Air and 15. In Lilian Chee and Edna Lim (Eds.), Asian Cinema and the Use of 
Space: Interdisciplinary Perspectives (pp. 187-203). New York: Routledge.

Founded	in	1987,	the	26th	Singapore	International	Film	Festival	(SGIFF)	took	place	from	23 November to 4 December in 
2016,	and	is	Singapore’s	most	prestigious	film	event.	The	festival	champions	the	art	of	independent	filmmaking,	and	serves	

as	a	global	platform	for	established	and	aspiring	local	filmmakers	alike	alongside	its	showcase	of	international	films.	

Edna	Lim	explores	the	performance	of	Singapore’s	‘heartland’	in	two	Singaporean	films,	Kelvin	Tong	and	Jasmine	Ng’s	Eating 
Air (1999)	and	Royston	Tan’s	15	(2003).	The	heartland	arose	out	of	urban	development	plans	in	the	1960s	aimed	at	developing	
public housing estates to foster social cohesion and communal living, and serve as a cornerstone of Singapore’s progress. Yet, 
both	films	reject	performing	the	heartland	as	a	welcoming,	inclusive,	and	familial	space,	and	counter-perform	the	heartlands	
as	a	fragmented	space	associated	with	alienation,	difficulty,	and	sadness.	Eating Air depicts the heartland as having no space 
for its main character, Boy, and his friends, who inhabit instead marginalised and empty spaces such as the rooftops of HDB 
flats	and	abandoned	construction	sites.	Similarly,	15 counter-performs the heartland as a cold, futile place of lost innocence 
and private pain, focusing on the sense of entrapment felt by juvenile delinquents as they experience heartland spaces. Both 
of	these	films	have	won	awards	at	SGIFF.	Eating Air took home the SFC Young Cinema award in 2000 and 15 won the Special 
Achievement Award in 2002.

By	presenting	a	counter-position	and	different	reality,	both	films	demonstrate	that	state	representations	of	national	identity	are	
neither	unified	nor	homogenous.	Additionally,	Lim	reveals	the	performative	aspect	of	national	identity,	where	neither	the	state’s	
performance nor cinema’s counter-performance can fully address, depict, or represent the nation. 

How	is	national	identity	performed	through	films?

NUS Department of English Language and Literature
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Ryan Hong, Stephanie S. M. Lee, Ren Ying Chng, Yuqi Zhou, Fen-Fang Tsai, and Seok Hui Tan

(2016). Developmental Trajectories of Maladaptive Perfectionism in Middle Childhood. Journal of Personality. Early View. (United Kingdom).

Towards the end of November	every	year,	students	in	Singaporean	schools	find	out	their	Primary	School	Leaving	Examination	
(PSLE) results, which determine their enrolment into secondary schools. Students are admitted to secondary schools on the 

basis of their performance in these examinations, with higher scoring students gaining entry into more prestigious secondary 
schools. These examinations are emblematic of the government’s creation of a meritocratic value system.
  
However,	according	to	a	five-year	study	led	by	Ryan	Hong,	children	from	a	very	young	age	are	potentially	at	risk	of	developing	
anxiety and depression as a result of parental pressure to do well academically. Observing a group of 263 children from when 
they were seven years old until they turned 11, Hong and his team discovered that parental interference and control can cause 
maladaptive perfectionism. This means that children will be excessively concerned over their mistakes, and will assume that 
others have unrealistically high expectations of them. The study involved administering questionnaires and observing parental 
interaction during cognitive tasks performed by the children. Essentially, the more parents interfered in their child’s problem 
solving attempts, the more likely children developed fears about making mistakes. This led to elevated anxiety and depression 
linked with a pressure to perform well. 
 
Hong encourages parents to highlight their child’s accomplishments before addressing their mistakes, so that children are less 
afraid of making mistakes. This in turn will teach children how to learn from their errors, and allow them to be open to asking 
for help when needed.

Should young children aspire to be academically perfect?

NUS Department of Psychology
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NOVEMBER Founding of 
Indian Merchant 
Association

How have Indian business 
migrants contributed to the 
formation of the Indian diaspora 
in Singapore? 

The Indian Merchant Association was registered in 
Singapore on 29 November 1924. Since then, it 

has grown to become the Singapore Indian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, the most prominent 
association that engages with Indian businesses in 
Singapore and the region.

In Beyond the Myth: Indian Business Communities 
in Singapore, Jayati Bhattacharya charts the history 
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Jayati Bhattacharya 

(2011). Beyond the Myth: Indian Business Communities in Singapore. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.

of Indian business communities in Singapore through 
different phases of their migration since the colonial 
times. She studies the linkages between transnational and 
diasporic Indian business communities in Singapore, and 
their relation to India and the rest of the Asian region that 
goes much beyond the formation and development of the 
Indian chamber of commerce. Bhattacharya deconstructs 
the notion that Indians arrived in Singapore as either 
convicts or indentured labour and argues that interactions 
through trade and commerce which also facilitated religious 
and cultural engagements, preceded dynamics of colonial 
labour	migration.	In	fact,	when	Stamford	Raffles	established	
Singapore as a trading port, it only contributed to a pre-
existing trade network amongst Indian merchants in the 
Malayan peninsula. From the colonial era, to the post-
independence period, to the end of the Cold War, and to 
the present interactions, Bhattacharya weaves a connecting 
linear thread and looks at how Indian business migrants 

have constantly reinvented themselves with the changing 
structures and demands of the socio-political economy. She 
presents case studies of well-established Indian businesses, 
the Kewalram Chanrai Group, Chemoil, and the renowned 
Mustafa. Generations of interactions amongst different 
communities, migrations, as well as cultural integration 
are	 key	 factors	 that	 have	 led	 to	 the	 firm	 establishment	 of	
some of the big Indian businesses in Singapore. This has 
also provided the foundation for the new wave of Indian 
professional and entrepreneurial migrants who have 
been contributing substantially to the development of the 
knowledge economy in Singapore.

Spanning across different generations, Bhattacharya’s 
scholarship focusses on the development of an important 
section of the Indian diaspora in Singapore and Southeast 
Asia	for	the	first	time	in	academic	literature.

NUS South Asian Studies Programme



104

DECEMBER International Day of People with Disabilities 



105

International Day of People with Disabilities 

(2015). Social Impact of Policies for the Disabled in Singapore. In David Chan (Ed.), 50 Years of Social Issues in Singapore (pp. 147-166). Singapore: 
World Scientific.

3 December is recognized as the International Day of 
People with Disabilities. This event seeks to raise public 

awareness, understanding, and acceptance of people with 
disabilities and to celebrate their achievements and societal 
contributions. Reuben Wong and Wong Meng Ee describe 
the factors which led to a change in the government and 
society’s perceptions of disability. Studying the period 
between	1965	and	2015,	they	found	a	shift	from	regarding	
the disabled as a national liability, to viewing them as 
individuals deserving of equal dignity and respect. 

The authors argue that the international socio-cultural, 
political,	 and	 structural	 factors	 were	 not	 as	 influential	 in	
enacting the change in perceptions. Instead they emphasize 
two domestic factors which led to the change in mind-set: an 
ageing population and an increase in civil society activism. 

These	 were	 significant	 in	 the	 Singapore	 government’s	
decision to sign the UN Convention for the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities in December 2012. They further 
stress that by making notable policy changes in three vital 
areas, education, employment, and accessibility, Singapore 
is forging a more inclusive and compassionate society for 
persons with disabilities and special needs.

How is disability viewed and addressed in Singapore?

Reuben Wong

Wong Meng Ee

NUS Department of Political Science

Department of Early Childhood and Special Needs 
Education (ECSE), National Institute of Education
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Foreign Domestic Workers’ Day

Kakit Cheong and Alex Mitchell 

(2016). Helping the Helpers: Understanding Family Storytelling by Domestic Helpers in Singapore. In Sun Sun Lim (Ed.), Mobile Communication and the 
Family: Asian Experiences in Technology Domestication (pp. 51-69). New York; London: Springer.

Foreign Domestic Workers’ Day is celebrated annually on 6 December to recognize the important contributions made by 
foreign domestic workers (FDWs) to Singaporean families as housekeepers and caregivers. The unique experience of FDWs 

entails living overseas with employers, separating these women from their families often for long periods of time. 

Kakit Cheong and Alex Mitchell’s study explores the importance of family stories and storytelling in creating and maintaining 
close ties among geographically distributed members of migrant families, and forging individual and family identity. The 
researchers interviewed Filipino domestic helpers in Singapore to uncover whether and how information and communication 
technologies (ICTs) are used to share experiences with their families. Additionally, they distributed disposable cameras and 
writing materials to interviewees to gain insight into the events in their daily lives that could be recorded and shared as family 
stories.

The study revealed that ICTs used for family storytelling were determined by what technologies employers permitted, what 
technologies families back home had access to, and cost considerations. Most interviewees repeated stories to reassure family 
members, who often persuaded them to return home, of how money earned overseas creates future possibilities such as new 
toys for children or a new house. Stories were also retold to construct an identity of a religious, loving mother, motivated by 
the goal of being a role model for their children. With a greater understanding of how FDWs use ICTs to share stories, the 
researchers aim to develop a family storytelling mobile application to facilitate FDW communication with their left-behind 
families.

What	is	the	significance	of	family	stories	and	storytelling	to	domestic	helpers?

NUS Department of Communications and New Media
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International Migrants Day

Pattana Kitiarsa 

(2014). The “Bare Life” of Thai Migrant Workmen in Singapore. Chiang Mai: Silkworm Books.

Foreign workers are a key pillar of Singapore’s economic development, and comprise approximately one-third of the country’s 
workforce. International Migrants Day, which falls on 18 December, celebrates foreign workers’ important contributions to 

Singapore, and provides a meaningful platform to raise public awareness regarding the human rights and fair treatment of migrants.  
 
As	a	Thai-Isan	ethnographer,	Pattana	Kitiarsa	(1968-2013)	specialised	in	research	on	Thai	migrant	workers,	and	spent	over	seven	
years observing Thai migrants in Singapore. His monograph explores the social life of Thai contract workers in Singapore, who 
not only shoulder heavy burdens as breadwinners for families back home, but also negotiate their diminishing gendered roles 
as	low-skilled	male	migrant	workers	in	a	global	city.	Kitiarsa	applies	the	concept	of	‘village	transnationalism’	to	explain	the	
complex predicament of Thai migrant workers. They remain rural villagers at heart despite working in urban Singapore, holding 
on to their traditional identities and cultural worlds of the Thai countryside. He also shares narratives of their experiences of 
social exclusion, hardship, intimacy, as well as their religious beliefs and music preferences, to demonstrate the impact village 
transnationalism has on Thai migrant workers’ lifestyles and community networks.
 
Kitiarsa’s research provides valuable insight into the practice of transnational labour and its effects on migrant workers who 
make their living in transient places. Furthermore, his research draws attention to the prejudice and stereotypes foreign workers 
face in Singapore, and paves the way for increasing empathy among societies that host foreign labour.
  

How does transnationalism shape the everyday experience of migrant 
workers in Singapore?

NUS Department of Southeast Asian Studies (2007-2013) 
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Christmas Day

Daniel P. S. Goh

(2016). Secular space, spiritual community and the hybrid urbanisms of Christianity in Hong Kong and Singapore. International Sociology, 31(4), 432-449. 
(United Kingdom).

From megachurches to community centres, the presence of Christianity is undeniable in Singapore. Protestant Christianity 
has grown in tandem with the urban boom, as evidenced by the imprinting of religious festivities on Singapore’s most 

commercial location when Orchard Road is festively decorated in the weeks leading up to Christmas.
  
Daniel Goh discusses how Christians in Singapore and Hong Kong have kept their faith alive despite the hybrid nature of the 
modern city, where members of different urban services, ethnicities, and classes coexist.
  
Whereas Hong Kong has competing strands of liberal and evangelical Christianity, in Singapore there is a dominance of Pentecostalism. 
This is due to Singapore’s postcolonial condition of both political and economic separation from Malaysia, which then became 
a	catalyst	of	sorts	for	the	development	of	community-based	religious	practices.	In	the	1980s,	when	almost	all	Singaporeans	had	
moved from slums to housing estates, unused buildings within residential communities became spaces to practice Pentecostalism. 
The nature of Pentecostal practices, which emphasize direct spiritual encounters with God, charged these urban spaces with 
spiritual meaning. In this way, Christians in Singapore found methods to embed religious belief into secular urban spaces.   
 
Whilst in the West the resultant secularism of a hybrid urbanizing city poses a challenge to the existence of faith-based 
communities, the case is very different for Asia. According to Goh, because of postcolonial upheavals, Christian communities 
in Singapore and Hong Kong faced hybridity before they faced rapid urbanization. This predisposed these communities to be 
inventive in their strategies to remain relevant and expand in a new urban society. 

How has Christianity grown as Singapore has urbanized?

NUS Department of Sociology
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Lim Sun Sun was Associate Professor at the 
Department of Communications and New 
Media from 2010-2016 and previously 
Assistant Dean of Research at FASS, NUS 
and Head of the Singapore Research 
Nexus. She is currently Professor of 
Communication and Head of Humanities, 
Arts and Social Sciences at the Singapore 
University of Technology and Design. 
Her latest books include Mobile 
Communication and the Family: Asian 
Experiences in Technology Domestication 
(Springer, 2016) and Asian Perspectives  
on Digital Culture: Emerging Phenomena, 
Enduring Concepts (Routledge, 2016).

Rachel Devi Amtzis joined the Singapore 
Research Nexus in August 2011. She 
worked on the Creative Work repository 
and many other research projects and 
events including Singapore on Screen, 
Ageing in Place, and Poverty in Singapore. 
Prior to this, she did a research Masters 
in Communications and New Media 
at NUS, investigating how small-scale 
NGOs in Nepal raise funds and awareness 
using social media. Rachel has also 
researched crowdfunding, strike culture, 
environmental movements, and street art 
in Nepal.

Clare Yong recently graduated from NUS 
Geography with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Social Sciences. She joined the Singapore 
Research Nexus in August last year and 
assists with the Cities and Environment 
Cluster activities at the FASS Research 
Division. Her current interests lie in 
issues on sustainability, green urban 
development, earth sciences, and creative 
placemaking. Clare also completed an 
Honours thesis on murals in void deck 
spaces and she hopes to venture further 
into green initiatives in the near future.

Meet the Team
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Tanvi Rajvanshi recently completed 
her Bachelor of Arts degree from NUS, 
majoring in English Literature. A few 
semesters away from graduation, 
she	 realized	 her	 interest	 in	 film	 had	
accidentally turned into a minor in Film 
Studies. This prompted her discovery that 
perhaps not all texts worth studying are 
necessarily written. An aspiring Jack of 
All Trades, Tanvi is primarily interested in 
absorbing and disseminating information 
–	 whether	 that’s	 through	 her	 Instagram	
account, her academic or non-academic 
writing, or this book.

Celine Teo recently completed her Masters 
in Southeast Asian Studies at NUS. With 
music being her biggest passion, she 
enjoys writing songs or attending music 
festivals in her free time. Her idea of a 
dream holiday is a yearlong backpacking 
trip around Southeast Asia, indulging 
in good food, music and conversation 
with locals. Currently with the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Celine used to work 
with marine animals as an Aquarist at the 
S.E.A. Aquarium.

Jieru Xiong is a Masters student in the 
Department of Political Science at NUS. 
His research focuses on territorial disputes 
in East Asia. Apart from his research, he is 
also an avid follower of local politics. In 
his free time, he enjoys playing football 
and computer games. He believes 
computer games are more than just 
entertainment. Some computer games can 
also enrich our knowledge and cultivate 
interest in current affairs.
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Jigyasa Sharma recently graduated from 
the National University of Singapore with 
a Master’s degree in Applied Economics. 
She holds a cum laude Bachelor’s degree 
in Economics from the University of 
Delhi, India. After graduating from NUS, 
she started her full-time appointment 
as a Research Assistant at the Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy - Asia 
Competitiveness Institute (LKYSPP-
ACI). She is currently pursuing research 
on competitiveness and ease of doing 
business in India at the sub-national level.

Kelman Chiang is a recent graduate 
of NUS Geography and is an avid 
photographer. He sees photography as a 
tool of expression, as well as an answer 
to the limited capacity of the human 
mind. He uses photos to supplement the 
myriad of experiences that life has to 
offer, sharing them with people around 
him. Kelman’s second passion is in maps 
and spatial data, and he is now working 
as a geospatial urban planner at the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority.





www.fas.nus.edu.sg/srn/ 

www.facebook.com/SingaporeResearchNexus

The Singapore Research Nexus, launched in 2011, is 
a research initiative from the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences (FASS) at the National University of Singapore. It 
has been many years in the making, with our Faculty’s history 
dating	back	to	1929.	In	this	book,	we	present	50	pieces	of	
research work by the FASS community about Singapore.
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